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OPENING  SCENE  FROM "AMPHITRYON"
ALCMENA.    THREE ASTROLOGERS
ALCMENA
1HAVE commanded you as often of old To ply the doctor's trade with my disease, To cure me or to kill, for in whose veins Courses the age-long poison of despair. Seeks for himself no gentle surgery, Nor wishes for the touch of tender hands Upon his body.
FIRST ASTROLOGER Something of your need
Has been revealed us     Yet should there remain No secret hid from the physician's eye.
ALCMENA
It has been said that from the lips of queens Should come no word more bitter than sweet honey. If you adjudge me queen, let this too pass That I must act unqueenly.    In my soul Drips wine more bitter than the taste of gall
FIRST ASTROLOGER When roses bloom most fully, death is near.
ALCMENA You too know this ?
SECOND ASTROLOGER We know that life glides slowly But death is quicker than a lightning s troke, 29